literature in the UK and North America, and for this alone the book would be a valuable addition to the libraries of most teaching centres. Although essentially a book for the medical library, it would be an extremely valuable adjunct to the libraries of all those concerned with training the specialist in child and adolescent psychiatry. It would also prove a very valuable reference book for those who wish to refresh their memories on particular topics. There is a shortage of comprehensive books dealing specifically with the treatment of child and adolescent disorders. This one can be recommended as a useful addition to the available literature.
W LUMSDEN WALKER

Consultant Child Psychiatrist Bristol Royal Hospitalfor Sick Children
British National Formulary 1981, No.1 pp 400 £3.80 London: BMA and Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 1981 This completely new edition of the British National Formulary is a joint publication of the British Medical Association and the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. The basis of selection of drugs has been changed and the present edition includes information on most of the products available to prescribers in the United Kingdom. Courses of treatment are classified by price into seven categories (A-G). Notes for prescribers are retained and are followed by the relevant drug information. It is expected that two editions will be published each year. This revision may well ensure that the BNF regains its place as the most consulted source of prescribing information.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
Chromosomal Variation in Man. 3rd edn D S Borgaonkar pp 846 US$58 New York: Alan R Liss 1981 Papers on cytogenetic abnormalities are published in a wide variety of medical and genetic journals. Therefore the compilation by computer of all the main published reports is most useful. The entries have more than tripled since the first edition in 1975.A cytogeneticist finding an unusual anomaly in a chromosome preparation can rapidly find earlier reports in this book. The list cannot be complete, but the author aims always to give a key reference. The entries are by chromosome number, the arm of that chromosome and the band on the arm. The first and largest section is on structural variations and anomalies, the second on numerical anomalies, the third on the simultaneous occurrence of anomalies of more than one chromosome and the last on chromosomal breakage syndromes. Where a cell line culture is available the Mutant Cell Repository Number is given. There is an author index and two appendices, one a select list of loci already assigned to an individual chromosome, and the other on the already delineated chromosomal syndromes, giving the main features and two or three clinical photographs.
All clinical geneticists will need this book, and most paediatricians and obstetricians will need access to it. With its development has come the inevitable proliferation of committees, councils, documents and regulations. Against this setting Dr Davies, himself deeply involved as a Director of Postgraduate Medical Education in Northern Scotland, has in the course of 108 pages and 12 chapters lucidly and comprehensively analysed the bewildering complexity of the postgraduate medical scene. Each chapter deals with its subject succinctly. There is no padding in this book. I thought possibly the best chapter of all was that on the organization and running of the Postgraduate Centre. This alone is a 'must' for clinical tutors and their secretaries. All in all, this is a good book and highly recommended.
H M LEATHER
Consultant Physician Plymouth Clinical Area
The Development of Hearing (Studies in Developmental Paediatrics, vol 2) Sybil Yeates pp 237 £7.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1981 This is the second book in a series of studies in developmental paediatrics. The series editor, Margaret Pollak, states that 'the overall aim is to provide a concept of underlying principles and a practical guide to exponents and newcomers alike'. Dr Yeates, who has a great understanding of children, has given an excellent description of the methods used to find the hearing handicapped
